EUROPEAN COMMISSION

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR RESEARCH & INNOVATION
m Directorate A - Policy Development and Coordination

A.4 - 'Analysis and monitoring of national research and innovation policies

SEMINAR: Policy support to reforms
of national research and innovation systems in Europe
Brussels, 11 December 2017

Venue: ERCEA ROOM COV2 00/SDR2 AUDITORIUM (70P)

09.00-09.30 Opening session

9.00-9.10 Welcome and introduction

Robert-Jan Smits, Director-General, DG Research & Innovation, European
Commission - Aim of the seminar and strategic importance of policy learning
activities for improving research and innovation systems

9.10-9.30 Presentation of key issues

Claire Nauwelaers (PSF Expert MT, UA, Rapporteur ERAC ES), rapporteur of the seminar

09.30-12.00 Plenary session: Models for policy support

9.30-10.40 The European Commission's Horizon 2020 Policy Support Facility (PSF)

Keynote: Kurt Vandenberghe (Director 'Policy development and coordination', DG
Research & Innovation, European Commission) - Lessons learned from PSF: success
and impact factors (10°)

Open discussion with panelists moderated by Luc Soete (Chair PSF BG), pre-defined
guestions shared with panelists and intervention of the audience (60’)

Panelist 1: Hans Chang (Chair PSF UA)

Panelist 2: Krzysztof Gulda (Chair, PSF MD)
Panelist 3: Luke Georghiou (Chair ERAC ES)
Panelist 4: Paulo Andrez (Chair PSF SK, RO)

10.40-11.30 Plenary session 2: OECD, World Bank, UNECE and Inco-Net approaches

Panel (no slides - 30 minutes in total) - Open discussion with audience (20 minutes)
moderated by ) Ward Ziarko (peer PSF PL and ERAC ES, delegate to OECD)

Panelist 1: OECD — Dominique Guellec or Gernot Hutschenreiter
Panelist 2: World Bank — Xavier Cirera

Panelist 3: UNECE —tbc

Panelist 4: Inco-Nets: Klaus Schuch (rapporteur, PSF UA)

11.30-12.00: Coffee break and split into parallel sessions
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12.00-13.00 Breakout sessions 1
ERCEA ROOM 00 SDR3; ERCEA ROOM 00 SDR4

12.00-13.00 Topic 1 - Organising policy support: the role of international organisations
and the conceptual framework

Presentation by expert-moderator Terttu Luukkonen (expert PSF MLEs and BG) (5)
Debate with conclusions from Topic 1 rapporteur, Susana Borras (Expert, PSF LV)

12.00-13.00 Topic 2 - Success factors for effective policy support: issues for the host
country

e Presentation by expert-moderator Clara Eugenia Garcia (Host ERAC review ES,
Expert PSF MT, Peer BG) (5’) Debate with conclusions from Topic 2 rapporteur,
Kimmo Halme (ERAC reviews)

13.00.14.00: Lunch Break

14.00-15.00 Breakout sessions 2
ERCEA ROOM 00 SDR3; ERCEA ROOM 00 SDR4

14.00-15.00 Topic 3: Success factors for effective policy support: role of external
contributions

Presentation by expert-moderator Mart Laatsit (ERAC review EE) (5’) Debate -
Rapporteur Erik Arnold (PSF rapporteur LV)

14.00-15.00 Topic 4: Follow up and maximizing the impact of policy support activities

Presentation by expert-moderator Jana Kolar (expert PSF MLEs) (5’) Debate -
Rapporteur Alasdair Reid (PSF rapporteur LT)

15.00-15.30: Coffee Break

15.30-17.00 Plenary session: conclusion and way forward

15.30-16.00 Key statements from rapporteurs from breakout sessions (5 each) and
debate with the audience (10’) moderated by Christian Naczynski (peer PSF PL)

16.00-17.00 Conclusions and perspectives for the future moderated by Keith Sequeira
(Senior Adviser at the Cabinet of Carlos Moedas, European Commissioner for Research,
Science and Innovation)

Statements from:

e Expert 1: Karina Angelieva (Host, PSF BG) (5')

e Expert 2: Agrita Kiopa (Host PSF LV and Peer PSF UA) (5')
e Expert 3: Aurelia Hanganu (Host PSF MD) (5')

e Expert 4: Mateusz Gaczynski (Host PSF PL) (5')

e Roman Arjona, Head of Unit responsible for PSF (5')

Contribution from the seminar participants (20') and conclusion by Claire Nauwelaers
(PSF Expert MT, UA, Rapporteur ERAC ES), rapporteur of seminar (5')
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Brussels, 11 December 2017
Objective

This Seminar aims to provide a platform to exchange experiences between national
authorities, high-level experts working with the Horizon 2020 Policy Support Facility
(PSF), representatives of European countries that benefitted from PSF support, and
international organisations involved in reviews of national research and innovation (R&I)
systems. It will examine various methodological approaches with a view to maximising
the success and impact of policy support activities. Its results will feed into future
European Commission activities in support of R&I policy reforms.

The European Commission's Directorate-General for Research & Innovation wishes to
take stock of the knowledge generated so far by the PSF by means of an open dialogue
between representatives from all parties involved in policy support. Lessons from the
long-standing experience of the OECD or the World Bank in carrying out country-
focused analyses covering research and innovation policies will also be presented.

Four broad topics have been identified as the pillars for discussion during the Seminar:

1. The organization of policy support activities - the role of international
organizations and the provision of a conceptual framework. This will cover:
analytical frameworks and operational models used for country peer reviews and
systems analysis; exploitation of the evidence base derived from country-specific
work; cross-fertilization between the activities of international institutions;
synergies and sequencing of country-specific vs. thematic-focussed work.

2. Success factors for effective policy support: issues for the host country. It
will address: how to best ensure political commitment and ownership; how to
secure the broad involvement of stakeholders; the challenge of the definition of
the focus areas of the peer reviews; timing, logistics and resources.

3. Success factors for effective policy support: the role of external
contributions. This part will focus on: the selection and management of experts
and peers and other contributors; the most appropriate architecture and
organisation of country visits; the transferability of experiences from country to
country; the methods to blend quantitative & qualitative inputs; and the tailoring
of policy recommendations to the environment and needs of the host country.
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4. The follow up and the maximization of impact from policy support activities.
Finally, the last block will address: methods and success factors for the most
effective implementation of recommendations and continuous policy learning
practice in recipient countries; diffusion of outcomes outside participating
countries; how to best monitor quality and impact of the support; raising appetite
vs. absorptive capacity, in relation to policy support exercises.

Background

The European Commission has acquired in-depth experience in providing support to
countries willing to implement operational reforms that improve the quality and impact
of national R&I systems. Such expertise builds on the earlier peer reviews of countries’
R&I systems that took place under the aegis of the EU advisory committees for scientific
and technical research between 2004 and 2014*. Such reviews identified challenges faced
by national systems and proposed policy pointers, drawing on a blend of peers’ and
experts’ insights. Policy learning workshops were also organised under various formats.

Anchored in these previous exercises, the Horizon 2020 Policy Support Facility was
launched in 2015 as a response to the Commission Communication ‘Research and
Innovation as Sources of Renewed Growth’ (COM(2014)339)%. With a sharpened and
scaled up policy angle, the PSF established a coherent and systematic framework as well
as a large pool of expertise to respond quickly and efficiently to requests for national
R&I policy reforms by Member States and countries associated to Horizon 2020.

The PSF activities are challenge-driven, and by no means limited to studies of internal
coherence of R&I systems. They examine the national systems in light of the socio-
economic challenges and context faced by the country under review. The PSF is driven
by its customer-oriented spirit and is geared towards policy practice. Its main
audience consists of national policy-makers that design, implement and evaluate policy
reforms to improve the quality and impact of R&I investments. The PSF activities are
evidence-based although they take into consideration the perceptions of the national R&I
stakeholders. Robust quantitative and qualitative evidence supports the PSF policy
recommendations. Finally, the PSF activities are tailor-made and flexible, and adapt to
the specific features of each country, including the political cycle.

With almost twenty-five activities carried out since its launch in 2015, feedback from
PSF work perceives it as an influential tool to induce reforms of national research and
innovation systems, drawing on tailor-made advice by leading experts and policy
practitioners. Feedback also suggests that the PSF mutual learning exercises (MLES) are
particularly appreciated for their ability to sustain a learning community of peers while
the country-specific activities (peer reviews or specific support) prove to act as catalysers
of policy change in several countries.

This Seminar offers the unique opportunity to dialogue on how to enhance the
effectiveness of country-specific activities and on their future design. The agenda of the
Seminar is attached to this background note.

! Former peer reviews under CREST and the European Research Area and Innovation Committee (ERAC),
between 2004 and 2014.
https://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/pdf/state-of-the-union/2013/research-and-innovation-as-sourcesof-
renewed-growth-com-2014-339-final.pdf
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DIRECTIONS

The seminar will be held at ERCEA ROOM COV2 00/SDR2 AUDITORIUM (70P), Place
Rogier 16, 1210 - Saint-Josse-Ten-Noode.

Please find below a detailed map showing how to reach the venue:

- Page 1, listed on the left: all the convenient metro lines
- Page 2: detailed list of trains and other means of transports from Brussels
International airport (Zaventem) and Brussels main train stations.
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Alternatives / Alternatives

Fréquences / Frequencies

Lignes / Lines

@ a Simonis - Elisabeth 6 |730] 6
ii 3 Esplanade - Churchill 6 [7'30] 6
Stalle - Gare du Nord 6 (7'30| 6
o 4 Stalle - Noordstation
@ ﬂ Simonis - Roi Baudouin 6 [7'30| 6
Simonis - Koning Boudewijn
Rogier - Boondael Gare 6 10 6
Rogier - Boondaal Station
6 55 Da Vindi- Rogier 518 ]s
61 Gare du Nord - Montgomery 10 | 15 | 10
Noordstation - Montgomery
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UZ Brussel - Gare du Nord 6 |730| 6
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Hopital Militaire - Gare du Nord 8 10
e Militair Hospitaal - Noordstation
Correspondances
Connections o 3 4 55 e 61

PM = Heure de pointe du Matin / Morning peak
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Parking :

gratuit : CERIA/COQVI, Kraainem, Delta, Herrmann-Debroux, Roodebeek, Stalle
payant : Arts-Loi/Kunst-Wet, Erasme, Montgomery

Parking vélo :

Gare Centrale, Mérode

En Taxi :

Possiblité de prendre un taxi a la gare Centrale, aux stations de métro Schuman et
Mérode et a I'aéroport de Bruxelles National (BIAC).

Parking :

free : CERIA/COOVI, Kraainem, Delta, Herrmann-Debroux, Roodebeek, Stalle

paying car park : Arts-Loi/Kunst-Wet , Erasme/Erasmus, Montgomery

Cycle parking :

Gare Centrale/Centraal Station , Merode

By Taxi :

Gare Centrale/Centraal Station, metrostations Schuman and Merode and at Brussels
Airport (BIAC).

070 23 2000
www.stib.be
www.mivb.be
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www.nmbs.be

010 23 53 53
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Cette fiche a été réalisée en septembre 2014.

Les fréquences présentées sont susceptibles de subir des modifications au cours du
temps.

Last update : september 2014.
The times and frequencies shown are subject to change






