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Jakob Edler (Germany/UK) is Professor of Innovation Policy and
Strategy and Executive Director of the Manchester Institute of
Innovation Research at the University of Manchester. He was
previously leading the Department of Innovation Systems and Policy at
the Fraunhofer Institute for Systems and Innovation Research,
Germany. He has published widely on a range of issues in public policy
for R&I as well as on strategic innovation management of companies.
One of his key focus areas in recent years has been the study and
conceptualization of demand-oriented policy approaches, with a focus
on public procurement of innovation. Jakob has acted as consultant to
the OECD, the World Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank, the
World Intellectual Property Office, the European Commission, and
numerous national and regional governments across Europe. He is
member of the Austrian Council for Research and Technological
Development and the German Academy for Science and Engineering
and a Fellow of the Royal Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce. He
is also President of the European Forum for Studies of Policies for Research and Innovation (EuSPRI Forum). He was awarded his PhD in political science by the University of Mannheim (with
distinction) and holds two master degrees from the University of Mannheim (Business
Administration/Management and Political Science/Economic History). He was a Fulbright student at
the Dartmouth College, New Hampshire, and had an internship at the European Commission, DG
Research, Brussels during his doctoral studies.
Mark W.J. Ferguson (Ireland) is Director-General of Science
Foundation Ireland and Chief Scientific Adviser to the
Government of Ireland since 2012. Previously he was professor
in life sciences at the University of Manchester (since 1984) and
co-founder, CEO and Chairman of Renovo Group plc (19982011). He is the recipient of numerous international research
awards including the 2002 European Science Prize (jointly), and
is the author of 327 research papers and book chapters, 60
patent families and author/editor of 8 books. Mark graduated
from the Queens University of Belfast with degrees in Dentistry
(BDS 1st class honours), Anatomy and Embryology (BSc 1 st class
honours, PhD) and Medical Sciences (DMedSc), holds
Fellowships from the Royal Colleges of Surgeons in Ireland
(FFD), and Edinburgh (FDS) and is a Founding Fellow of the UK Academy of Medical Sciences
(FMedSci). He is a member or Fellow of a number of learned Societies, and was made a
“Commander of the British Empire” (CBE) by the Queen in 1999 for services to Health and Life
Sciences.
Erja Heikkinen (Finland) has been with the Ministry of
Education and Culture in Finland since 2005. She is currently
heading the Science Policy Group of the Department of Higher
Education and Science Policy. The group has both national and
international responsibilities in developing the research and
innovation system. Dr. Heikkinen switched from the academia to
the public administration in 1995, when she started to develop
the newly established Finnish graduate school system. She
moved on in 1997 to the Finnish national supercomputing center
CSC – IT center for science - where she was responsible for
bioinformatics services. In 2001, Dr. Heikkinen joined the
National Technology Agency Tekes, where her tasks involved
funding of private and public organisations in research projects
combining bioscience, medicine and ICT. Her training is in evolutionary biology with a PhD degree
in population genetics.

Andrea Höglinger (Austria) is Head of Division European and
International Programmes at the Austrian Research Promotion Agency
(FFG) and acts as the Austrian National Contact Point Coordinator for
Horizon 2020. She has been with the FFG since 2000 and was
appointed Head of Division for European and International
Programmes in 2011. FFG is the national funding agency for applied
research and promotes research and innovation at national, European
and international level. As Head of Division, she is actively involved in
several EU-funded initiatives, mainly aiming at strengthening the
international cooperation of research organisations. In a project of the
EU Framework Programme, she was responsible for the development
of an Austrian Training Academy for European Programmes. Currently
she represents the Austrian NCPs in the EU-funded initiative “NCP –
Academy”, which brings together and implements trainings on cross-cutting issues for National
Contact Points in Europe.
Krzysztof Klincewicz (Poland) is Professor at the Faculty of
Management and Rector’s Deputy for IP Management,
University of Warsaw, Poland. He specializes in management of
technology and innovation, with particular interest in strategies
of technology firms and R&D management. Prior to joining the
University, he had worked in high-tech industry in Poland,
Finland and in the UK (1997-2004) and at the Tokyo Institute of
Technology (2004-2006). Expert in analysing innovation policies
of EU member states in the “ERAWATCH”, “Research and
Innovation Observatory” and “Stairway-to-Excellence” projects
of the EC. Member of the UN Technology Executive Committee
(2011-2015). Lead EU expert, negotiating climate technology
development and transfer at the UNFCCC (2011-2015).
Coordinator of experts in Green Technology Accelerator GreenEvo, established by the government
of Poland to support environmental technology companies (2010-2013).
Urban Krajcar (Slovenia) is Director-General of Science Directorate
at the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport by the Slovene
Government. He started his career as the counsellor at the European
Commission’s Representation in Slovenia, where he was involved in the
process of Slovenia's accession to the European Union. In 2009, he
took the position of the Head of the Minister’s Cabinet at the
Government’s Office for Local Self-Government and Regional Policy. In
2010 he joined the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and
Technology, where he was the Head of Unit for Structural Funds,
responsible for the implementation of major R&D instruments in the
framework of EU Structural Funds, before moving to the current
position in 2013. He is also Vice-president of the Governing Board at the University of Ljubljana.
Benoît Legaît (France) is Chairman of the Committee «
Technology and Society » at the General Council for Economy
(French Ministry for Economy), and referent for research and
innovation. He was previously Director of Mines ParisTech, a wellknown engineering school in France, as well as the Vice-President
of the Conférence des Grandes Écoles. He also had extensive
private sector experiences in consulting and managerial positions,
having worked for Usinor, Institut Français du Petrole and BEICPFRANLAB. Benoît Legaît was awarded with the National Order of
Merit (1998), the Order of Academic Palms (2000) and the National
Order of the Legion of Honour (2007). He defended with honours a
PhD thesis in fluid flow in porous media in 1985.

Marjan Oudeman (Netherlands) is President of the Executive
Board of Utrecht University in the Netherlands since July 2013.
She is among others responsible for strategy and effective
knowledge transfer of the university. She is also a non-executive
board member of Solvay SA (Belgium), Statoil ASA (Norway)
and SHV Holdings (Netherlands). Before joining Utrecht
University, Marjan Oudeman was member of the Executive
Committee of Tata Steel Europe (previously Corus Group plc)
and as Executive Director, Strip Products Division responsible for
all strip businesses in the UK, the Netherlands and other parts of
the world (including relevant R&D activities). In 2010, she joined
the Executive Committee of Akzo Nobel (Netherlands), where her
areas of responsibility were HR, organizational development and
the activities in BRIC countries. Between 2007-2010, she was
also member of the Dutch Innovation Platform, a platform established to stimulate and accelerate
innovations in the Netherlands, chaired by the Prime Minister with representatives of the
government, science and industry.

